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Department for Development, Research and HTA
Agency for Quality and Accreditation in Health Care and Social Welfare, October 2009
- 31/12/2018 → Ministry of Health, from 01/01/2019 →

September 2012, Croatian National Health Care Strategy
2012-2020

November 2011, Act on Quality of Health Care and
Social Welfare

HTA and database on HTA at national level; 

Proposes Ordinance on HTA to the Minister of Health; 

Provides continuous education in the field of HTA; 

National and international collaboration in the field of 
HTA

- Ordinance on HTA - public consultation process finished in 
October 2016, still not in place (reasons not known)

December 2018, new Act on Quality of Health Care 
(Official Gazette, 118/2018), HTA - MoH responsibility

Plan for establishment of HTA process

Croatian HTA Guideline

Production of HTA Reports (national, 
international)

International collaboration

National collaboration, education 
and HTA promotion 

Scientific Publications

Web page



Croatian process of decision-making and HTA process (AAZ, 
October 2009 - 31/12/2018; MoH, 01/01/2019 →)



“The Croatian Guideline for Health Technology Assessment Process and 
Reporting”, 1st edition, February 2011 (with international peer-review process),
http://aaz.hr/hr/procjena-zdravstvenih-tehnologija
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Production of HTA Reports (national, international) http://aaz.hr/hr/procjena-

zdravstvenih-tehnologija/baza



Agency HTA Database, http://aaz.hr/hr/procjena-zdravstvenih-tehnologija/baza

HTA reports, 2011 - October 2019

Rapid HTA -
national level

HTA - national 
level

HTA - EU level 
(author or co-

author)

HTA - EU level 
(adopted)

5 30 18 16



Example:

Particle Beam Radiation Therapies for Cancer: HTA, 05/2013

Building of PBT centre in Croatia not recommended

Small number of patients with clear indications for treatment

Extremly high costs of building and equipment (in UK about 150 mil pounds) 

Patients with clear indications should be sent to international PBT centres

http://aaz.hr/hr/zdravstvene-tehnologije/baza/radioterapija-tumora-cesticama-snopom-protona-ugljikovih-iona-iona-helija-ili-drugim-
cesticama



International collaboration, http://aaz.hr/hr/projekti, http://www.aaz.hr

EU Projects (EUnetHTA JAs 2010-2021; European study on 
Quantifying Utility of Investment in Protection from Tobacco –
EQUIPT; Sustainable intEgrated care modeLs for multi-morbidity: 
delivery, FInancing and performance - SELFIE)

HTA Network, http://ec.europa.eu/health/technology_assessment/policy/network/index_en.htm

HTAi, ISPOR, ISPOR HTA Roundtable Europe, ISPOR HTA 
Council 

WHO National Contact Point on HTA

TAIEX Project (2010), 2 days Workshop - “Health Technology Assessment; 
main principles, HTA process and report”

ISPOR HTA Training Programe (2015), 
http://www.ispor.org/Education/HTATraining/Index

For small and medium 
size and CEE countries, 
European cooperation 
on HTA is essential, 
due to limited human 
and financial 
resources



Alectinib (Alecensa©) as monotherapy for the first line treatment of adult 
patients with ALK-positive advanced non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC), January 
2018 (02/03/2018 – request from CHIF; 26/03/2018 final national HTA report)



Appropriate Patient involvement

Patient involvement methods: two 
different methods, one involving 
individual patients and second 
involving patient organisations

Focus group (with individual 
patients) in Croatia – one for adults
and one for children/parents

Two patient organisations: one at 
European level - International 
Diabetes Federation European 
Region and one at national level -
Diabetes Scotland



HTA Network (Expert Group) meetings 

PROVIDING GUIDANCE FOR THE PREPARATION OF THE IMPLEMENTING ACT AND FOR THE
SUBSEQUENT DETAILED RULES OF PROCEDURES

HTA Network WG meetings on “Long term 
provisions for EU cooperation on HTA” 
(2013-2014)

Active work on HTA Network Strategy 
Paper for EU cooperation on HTA

HTA Network WG meetings on “Reuse of 
joint work in national activities” (2014-
2015)

Active work on HTA Network Reflection 
paper on Reuse of Joint Work in national 
HTA activities

Croatia acted as Rapporteur

HTA Network WG meetings on “Multi-
Annual Work programme 2016-2020”
(2016)

Active work on HTA Network MWP 
2016-2020

Croatia acted as Chair and Rapporteur

Questionnaires on 

Inception Impact Assessment 

Mapping HTA methodologies 

Mapping of HTA national organizations 

Involvement in Study on impact analysis of 
policy options for strengthened EU cooperation 
on HTA



Scientific publications, http://aaz.hr/hr/procjena-zdravstvenih-tehnologija/publikacije

Examples: - HTA in Central, Eastern, and South European countries: Croatia. Int J Technol
Assess Health Care. 2017 Aug 14:1-8.; 

EUnetHTA: further steps towards European cooperation on health technology assessment. Int 
J Technol Assess Health Care. 2014;30(5):475-7. 

-

Web page, http://aaz.hr/hr/projekti, http://www.aaz.hr/, http://aaz.hr/hr/procjena-zdravstvenih-tehnologija;



Involvement related to COVID-19 at EU level
Horizon scanning for COVID-19
Austrian Institute for Health Technology Assessment (AIHTA), from April 2000 – ongoing, http://eprints.aihta.at/1234/

EUnetHTA collaboration for COVID-19
EUnetHTA COVID-19 Rolling Collaborative Reviews and EUnetHTA Rapid Collaborative Reviews

COVID-19 therapeutics sub-group of the European expert group on SARS-CoV-2 variants

Report of the COVID-19 therapeutics sub-group COVID-19 therapeutics portfolio – list of ten most promising 
candidates, October 2021; 

Report of the COVID-19 therapeutics sub-group COVID-19 Therapeutic Innovation Booster, April 2022



Conclusions

Systematic and sustainable HTA proces at national level and sustainable HTA collaboration 
at EU level

in line with: 

2011, Article 15 of Directive 2011/24/EU

2014, Strategy paper for EU cooperation on HTA

2015, Reflection paper on Reuse of Joint Work in national HTA activities

2021, Regulation (EU) 2021/2282 of the European Parliament and of the Councilof 15 
December 2021 on health technology assessment and amending Directive 2011/24/EU

2014, 67th World Health Assembly Resolution: Health intervention and technology 
assessment in support of universal health coverage 

“If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.”


